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darwin once pondered what it would be like to talk to an ape if he could take a
dispassionate view of his own case the ape he said would have to admit he was
inferior  to  humans  darwin  was  obsessed  with  ranking  organisms  it  was  no  different
with human beings it is not hard to prove that racism deeply infected the work of
charles  darwin  turn  the  pages  of  his  writingshis  letters  journal  notebooks  and
published worksand its there there is hardly a source that does not contain it it seems
like every time he picked up his pen he had something to say about the inferiority of
certain races for him evolution produced inequality but darwin and evolution are not
synonymous terms it is possible to criticize darwin without criticizing the theory of
evolution some previous evolutionists as well as some of his contemporaries were
more holistic and humanitarian than he was they looked for connections rather than
disconnections  and ranking they defied the  ideology of  conquest  and domination  of
their day and paid a price we can continue to eliminate them from our memories or
we can retrieve their voices and let them inspire
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wilderness provides a multidisciplinary introduction into the diverse ways in which we
make sense of wilderness how we conceptualise it experience it interact with and
imagine  it  drawing  upon  key  theorists  philosophers  and  researchers  who  have
contributed important knowledge to the topic this title argues for a relational and
process  based  notion  of  the  term  and  understands  it  as  a  keystone  for  the
examination of issues from conservation to more than human relations the text is
organized around themed chapters discussing the concept of wilderness and its place
in the social imagination wilderness regulation and management access travel and
tourism representation in media and arts and the use of wilderness for education
exploration play and therapy as well as its parcelling out in parks reserves or remote
wastelands the book maps out the historical transformation of the idea of wilderness
highlighting its intersections with notions of nature and wildness and teasing out the
implications  of  these  links  for  theoretical  debate  it  offers  boxes  that  showcase
important recent case studies ranging from the development of adventure travel and
eco tourism to the practice of trekking to the changing role of technology use in the
wild summaries of key points further readings internet based resources short videos
and discussion questions allow readers to grasp the importance of wilderness to wider
social  cultural  political  economic  historical  and everyday processes  wilderness  is
designed  for  courses  and  modules  on  the  subject  at  both  postgraduate  and
undergraduate levels the book will also assist professional geographers sociologists
anthropologists environmental and cultural studies scholars to engage with recent
and important literature on this elusive concept
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