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correspondence documenting a jewish family s personal history of the holocaust and world war ii raya schapiro and helga weinberg found a box of letters
among their mother s effects after her death in 1990 they were written by their grandmother and uncle trapped in prague after the nazi occupation to the
girls parents who had escaped to the united states in may 1939 leaving behind raya and helga who were five and seven years old at the time the seventy seven
letters reprinted here span a period of two years during which the nazis drew an ever tightening noose of destruction around the jews of prague each letter is
followed by notes of explanation and amplification as well as notes on nazi laws and official restrictions and the progress of the war each letter has a censor s
stamp on it each envelope bears the still frightening emblem of the third reich the letters dramatically convey the tension growing daily of existence under
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the nazis and their tone becomes increasingly desperate as every avenue of escape reaches a dead end praise forletters from prague 1939 1941 this book turns
an abstraction into a palpable terror and pity chicago tribune a compelling and personal insight into the horrors of the holocaust booklist as it turned out the
girls escaped only after months of bureaucratic wrangling while the grandmother and uncle never obtained permission to leave and were deported to the gas
chambers at treblinka and auschwitz two years later collected here is the moving correspondence between the adults in prague and the girls parents in the u s
publishers weekly

in august 1938 george f kennan was assigned as secretary of legation in prague after the germans occupied czechoslovakia in march 1939 he stayed on in that
country when most other western observers had left these diplomatic papers letters and notes are on the spot observations by a skilled and sensitive
historian and diplomat they offer a unique record of one of the tragic events in modern european history depicted here are the attempts at germanization of
czech life the cynical exploitation of various native organizations the german insistence on a program of anti semitism the take over of czech business and
industry the problems of currency and inflation originally published in 1968 the princeton legacy library uses the latest print on demand technology to again
make available previously out of print books from the distinguished backlist of princeton university press these editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions the goal of the princeton legacy library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by princeton university press since its founding in 1905

this book the most thoroughly researched and accurate history of czechoslovakia to appear in english tells the story of the country from its founding in 1918
to partition in 1992 from fledgling democracy through nazi occupation communist rule and invasion by the soviet union to at last democracy again the
common western view of czechoslovakia has been that of a small nation that was sacrificed at munich in 1938 and betrayed to the soviets in 1948 and which
rebelled heroically against the repression of the soviet union during the prague spring of 1968 mary heimann dispels these myths and shows how intolerant
nationalism and an unhelpful sense of victimhood led czech and slovak authorities to discriminate against minorities compete with the nazis to persecute
jews and gypsies and pave the way for the communist police state she also reveals alexander dubcek held to be a national hero and standard bearer for
democracy to be an unprincipled apparatchik well written revisionist and accessible this groundbreaking book should become the standard history of
czechoslovakia for years to come

the story of the prague kindertransports and the splendid achievements of sir nicholas winton and trevor chadwick in getting some 660 children to safety
has often been told this was only part of a much larger rescue operation before winton and chadwick even arrived doreen warriner was making lists of those
most in danger negotiating for visas and shepherding trainloads of people to safety when she left prague in april 1939 spirited out of the country before the
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gestapo could arrest her for smuggling wanted refugees on her trains her successor was the indomitable canadian beatrice wellington who was more than a
match for the gestapo and indeed for a slow moving british officialdom these two were directly responsible for saving some thousands of men women and
children this book reveals the full extend of the british rescue effort for the first time it devotes a chapter to each of the major participants each one a
fascinating character and four of them willing to drop whatever they were doing in their lives to come to the aid of those in danger

a richly illustrated album style history of prague under nazi occupation ch 5 pp 113 134 the prague jews relates to the introduction of anti jewish laws and
segregation of the jews in 1939 41 resettlement of czech jews deportations to theresienstadt and to poland and destruction and looting of jewish communal
and private property describes also the theresienstadt ghetto a show ghetto aimed to deceive the world concerning the fate of the jews states that of 39 395
jews deported from prague to theresienstadt 31 709 perished of the 92 199 jews who lived in bohemia and moravia in 1941 only 14 045 survived

a gripping history that plumbs the extraordinary stories of american relief and rescue workers during world war ii long before their country officially joined
the war american aid workers were active in rescue efforts across europe two such americans were martha and waitstill sharp who were originally sent to
prague as part of a relief effort but turned immediately to helping jews and dissidents after the 1939 invasion by germany they were not the only ones
renowned historian debórah dwork follows the story of rescue workers in five major cities as the refugee crisis expanded to vilna shanghai marseille and
lisbon followed by nazi agents spiriting people across borders they learned secrecy others negotiated with government representatives like laura margolis
who worked with the japanese to get enough food and warm shelter for the refugees in shanghai yet the women also often faced lack of support from their
agencies if part of a couple they fought to get paid even at a low salary despite working as long and hard as their husbands moving and revelatory saints and
liars illuminates the unpredictable circumstances and often fast changing historical events with which these aid workers contended while revealing the
moral questions they encountered and the devastating decisions they had to make drawing on a multitude of archival documents from letters to diaries and
memos dwork offers us a rare glimpse into the lives of individuals who at times with their organizations backing but sometimes against their directives
sought to help people find safe haven from persecution

this history of a single town in bohemia casts new light on nationalism in central europe between the springtime of nations in 1848 and the cold war jeremy
king tells the story of both german and czech speaking budweis budæjovice which belonged to the habsburg monarchy until 1918 and then to czechoslovakia
hitler s third reich and czechoslovakia again residents at first simply budweisers or habsburg subjects with mostly local loyalties gradually became czechs or
germans who became czech though and who german what did it mean to be one or the other in answering these questions king shows how an epochal
region wide contest for power found expression in budweis budæjovice not only through elections but through clubs schools boycotts breweries a
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remarkable constitutional experiment a couple of riots and much more in tracing the nationalization of politics from small and sometimes comic beginnings
to the genocide and mass expulsions of the 1940s he also rejects traditional interpretive frameworks writing not a national history but a history of
nationhood both czech and german king recovers a nonnational dimension to the past embodied locally by budweisers and more generally by the habsburg
state that dimension has long been blocked from view by a national rhetoric of race and ethnicity king s czech habsburg german narrative in addition to
capturing the dynamism and complexity of bohemian politics participates in broader scholarly discussions concerning the nature of nationalism

catalog of television and radio programs available through the library of congress for study during a period when virtually all network programming was
live examples include an oration by adolf hitler the first game of the new york giants new york yankees world series political campaign broadcasts franklin d
roosevelt s fireside chats and mae west to orson welles to the nbc symphony orchestra recordings of the armed forces radio service are included in this
collection as are both public networks and private recording studios

the acclaimed historian and author of prague in black and gold shares a dramatic account of life in czechoslovakia s capital under nazi occupation from 1939
to 1945 czechoslovakia endured as a nazi protectorate peter demetz lived in prague at that time designated a first degree half jew according to the nazis
terrible categories in prague in danger he joins his objective chronicle of the city under german occupation with his personal memories of that period from
the bitter morning of march 15 1939 when hitler arrived to set his seal on the nazi takeover of the czechoslovak government until the liberation of bohemia
in april 1945 after long seasons of unimaginable suffering and pain demetz expertly interweaves a superb account of the german authorities diplomatic
financial  and military machinations with a brilliant description of  prague s  evolving resistance and underground opposition along with his  private
experiences he offers the heretofore untold history of an effervescent unstoppable prague whose urbane heart went on beating despite the deportations
murders cruelties and violence a prague that kept its german and czech language theaters open its fabled film studios functioning its young people in school
and at work and its newspapers on press this complex and surprising book is filled with rare human detail and warmth the gripping story of a great city
meeting the dual challenge of occupation and of war

a dramatic account of life in czechoslovakia s great capital during the nazi protectorate with this successor book to prague in black and gold his account of
more than a thousand years of central european history the great scholar peter demetz focuses on just six short years a tormented tragic and unforgettable
time he was living in prague then a first degree half jew according to the nazis terrible categories and here he joins his objective chronicle of the city under
german occupation with his personal memories of that period from the bitter morning of march 15 1939 when hitler arrived from berlin to set his seal on
the nazi takeover of the czechoslovak government until the liberation of bohemia in april 1945 after long seasons of unimaginable suffering and pain demetz
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expertly interweaves a superb account of the german authorities diplomatic financial and military machinations with a brilliant description of prague s
evolving resistance and underground opposition along with his private experiences he offers the heretofore untold history of an effervescent unstoppable
prague whose urbane heart went on beating despite the deportations murders cruelties and violence a prague that kept its german and czech language
theaters open its fabled film studios functioning its young people in school and at work and its newspapers on press this complex continually surprising
book is filled with rare human detail and warmth the gripping story of a great city meeting the dual challenge of occupation and of war

a true story of courage exile and the making of a refugee in the shadow of world war two on the night of 30 september 1938 as german troops cross the
border into czechoslovakia jewish businessman harry lewy has only hours to decide stay and risk persecution or leave behind everything he knows what
follows is a perilous journey from the sudetenland across nazi germany and war torn europe in search of safety and a future that is far from guaranteed in
flight from prague harry s son michael lewis reconstructs harry s flight and the fragile new life he builds in belfast drawing on family memories interviews
letters and archival records this deeply researched non fiction narrative brings to life the tramlines and stations of central europe the quiet terror of border
crossings and the small acts of kindness that keep hope alive as harry rebuilds his world in a foreign country later reunited with his childhood sweetheart
dancer and holocaust survivor helen lewis née helena katz he must come to terms with what has been lost and what it means to be labelled a refugee forever
elegant and unsentimental flight from prague is both an intimate jewish refugee memoir and a vivid work of world war two history inviting us to see
beyond statistics and categories to the singular human being behind each journey perfect for readers who enjoy true stories from world war two and
european history jewish biography and holocaust non fiction that centre individual lives literary narrative non fiction in the tradition of family memoir
thought provoking books that illuminate today s refugee and migration crises for book clubs students of modern history and anyone drawn to powerful true
stories of escape resilience and moral courage flight from prague offers an unforgettable journey from fear towards a new life reviews michael lewis captures
perfectly the mix of terror determination and sheer exhaustion that his jewish father experienced as he fled for his life from his czechoslovakian homeland
eventually crossing nazi germany to safety in belfast shortly before the outbreak of the second world war while it is the unique story of one refugee who
loses everything risks everything and starts again in a foreign country it will surely help us understand better the plight of those who continue to make such
perilous journeys in our own time and perhaps deepen our compassion for them as well the revd canon dr alan billings harry s story is richly informative
about historical events that should never be forgotten at the same time its human details engage our current predicament it narrates an individual as we
hope they would be treated in law and policy not labelled as refugee asylum seeker or migrant but recognised as a person with dignity needs and rights john
birtwhistle

the original cadre of the later waffen ss was formed in march 1933 as the ss headquarters guard berlin from the first 117 volunteers emerged more than fifty
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senior ss officers all of whom received high decorations for bravery in the 38 waffen ss divisions that were formed later
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